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SUBJECT: SITUATION IN SANTA EE PROVINCE 

REF BA 548 

1. IT WOULD NOT BE SURPRISING TO SEE GOA ORDER ARMY INTO ACTION IN 
SANTA FE PROVINCE AS WELL AS TUCUMAN. SPEAKING IN LATTER PROVINCE 
ON FEB 21, SOCIAL WELFARE MINISTER LOPEZ REGA SAID GOA WOULD 
ORDER ARMED FORCES INTO ANY PROVINCE THREATENED BY GUERRILLAS. 
AND SANTA FE GOVERNOR SYLVESTRE BEGNIS, IN MESSAGE TO PEOPLE ON 
SAME DAY, IN EFFECT SAID HIS PROVINCE WAS SO THREATENED. 

2. CLEARLY, RECENT WAVE OF ASSASSINATIONS IN SANTA FE, WITH TWO 
PROMINENT LABOR LEADERS AMONG VICTIMS, HAS FURTHER COMPLICATED 
EGNIS' ALREADY DIFFICULT SITUATION (SEE REFTEL). PERONIST 

LABOR WING, EGGED ON BY VICE GOVERNOR CUELLO. HAS STEPPED UP 
CLAMOR FOR BEGNIS' REMOVAL AND FEDERAL INTERVENTION OF PROVINCE. 
NATIONAL UOM LEADER LORENZO MIGUEL LEVELED SCATHING CRITICISM 
AT BEGNIS AT FUNERAL OF MURDERED UION OFFICIAL TEODORO PONCE, 
SAYING THAT THERE WAS NOT EVEN MINIMUM SECURITY IN SANTA FE, 

AND THAT BEGNIS DID NOT HAVE BASIC DECENCY TO COME TO FUNERAL 
OR SEND REPRESENTATIVE. 

3. EMBASSY PERONIST SOURCES INDICATE INTERIOR MINISTER ROCAMORA 
IS EXTREMELY RELUCTANT TO INTERVENE SANTA FE. REACTION OF UCR 
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AND FEDERALIST PROVINCIAL PARTIES, AS HE WELL KNOWS, WOULD BE 
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ESPECIALLY DAMAGING JUST PRIOR TO ELECTIONS FOR GOVERNOR AND 
FICE GOVERNOR COMING UP IN MISIONES. SENDING IN TROOPS AGAINST 
GUERRILLAS, HOWEVER, WOULD NOT HAVE SAME REPERCUSSIONS AND HENCE 
REMAINS A MORE LIKELY OPTION. 

HILL 
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